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Acquavella Waning
« Case update Washington’s adjudication
* Observations on negotiated resolutions

Washington'’s Joint Municipal Utility Services
Authority

* Tool for collaboration
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Initiated in 1977

Targeted for conclusion in 2018

Proposed Final Decree

Draft Schedule of Rights (~2,500 certificates)
Today Is the last day to file objections!
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Yakima Water Rights Adjudication Major
Claimants and Subbasins
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. Yakima Water Rights Adjudication |
i Major Claimants and Subbasins i

I
Rt a5 MAJOR CLAIMANTS

Ahtanurmn Irrig. Dist. Old Unian Irrig. Co. I
Cascade Irig. Dist. Roza Irrig. Dist.

City of Cle Ellum New Schanno Ditch Co.
City of Ellensburg Selah-Moxee Irrig. Dist.
City of Yakima Sunnyside Division
Colurmbia Irrig. Dist. Union Gap Irrig. Dist.
Ellenshurg Water Co. USBR

Fowder Ditch-Union Gap USFS et al

Fruitvale-Schanno Irrig. Dist. Vwest Side Irrig. Co.
Kennewick Imig. Dist. Yakama Nation

Kiana Irrig. Dist. Yakima Reservation Irrig. Dist.
| Kittitas Reclamation Dist. Yakima Valley Canal Co.
Naches-Cowiche Canal Co. Yakima-Tieton Irrig. Dist.
Naches-Selah Irrig. Dist.

ST AN
¥ JertT
SUBBASINS
1 Lake Cle Ellum 17 Tieton
Dottt 2 Easton 18 Cowiche Creek
3 Teanaway River 18 Lower Naches
4 Swauk Creek 20 Selah
| 5EkHeights 21 Burbank
6 Taneum Creek 22 Wide Hollow
7 Reecer Creek 23 Ahtanum Creek
8 Thorp 24 Moxee
i 9 Wilson Naneum 25 Toppenish
| B 10 Kittitas 26 Granger
11 Manastash Creek 27 Satus
12 Shushuskin Creek 28 Sunnyside
iEen 13 Umtanum Creek 29 Mahton-Prosser
14 Roza Creek 30 Hanford
ek 15 Wenas Creek 31 Richland
i SR - 16 Upper Naches

Water Resources GIS 8/13/09 ‘
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Mediation and ADR can reduce time and cost of
adjudication.

Risk of increased costs to parties if not well
timed and planned.

Deploy mediation resources after planning and
with care.

Red flag: timing mediation for convenience of
agencies.
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Key consideration: posture of water right
claimants.

« Small / large claimants
* Litigating and settling

* Mediation is voluntary
Claimants need:

* To “catch up” in litigation mindset.
* Reliable information about case developments.

« Case progress on contested legal issues and fact
hearings.

* Perception of risk.
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Washington’s Joint Municipal Utility
Services Act

o A new mechanism for cooperation among local
utilities
o Laws of 2011 — Ch. 39.106 RCW

o Enables formation of an “Authority”
« Joint Municipal Utility Service Authority
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-
CASCADE

WATER ALLIANCE

Cascade formed in 1999 as a non-profit
corporation providing water to almost 400,000
residents. Membership is open to any public water
utility in the Puget Sound region.

City of Bellevue Sammamish Plateau

City of Issaguah Water & Sewer District

City of Kirkland Skyway Water & Sewer
District

City of R
'ty of Redmond City of Tukwila
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Service Area
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Basic guestions of joint exercise authority:
* Interlocal agreements

« Contracting, procurements, audits

* Financing, bonding, grants

» Governance

* Risk Management

* Eminent Domain

« What are you?
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Authority formed by agreement of 2 or more
members to perform or provide any or all utility
services that all of its members, other than tribal
government members, perform or provide.

Authorities are municipal corporations.
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The formation is quite flexible, enabling the
members to determine by agreement:.

« Range of utility services

« Governance and voting

+ Designation of treasurer and other financial matters

« Choice of applicable public works, personnel, eminent
domain and other laws
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means a city, town, county, water-sewer
district, public utility district, other special purpose
district, municipal corporation, or other unit of local
government of this or another state that provides
utility services, and any Indian tribe recognized as
such by the United States government, that is a
party to an agreement forming an authority.

RCW 39.106.020(4)
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The provision of retail or wholesale water supply
and water conservation services; the provision of
wastewater, sewage, or septage collection,
handling, treatment, transmission, or disposal
services; the provision of point and nonpoint water
pollution monitoring programs; the provision for the
generation, production, storage, distribution, use,
or management of reclaimed water; and the
management and handling of stormwater, surface
water, drainage, and flood waters.

RCW 39.106.020(5) Py



Consolidate one or more water utility functions in

a single new entity to provide essential public
services

Regionalize supply planning and implementation
Promotes “One Water” governance
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For more information:

206-623-9372
awg@vnf.com




