6 Video Lessons on the Spokane Valley Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer

National Standards - Benchmarks for Science Literacy

4B/M11BC The benefits of Earth's resources—such as fresh water, air, soil, and trees—can be
reduced by deliberately or inadvertently polluting them. The atmosphere, the oceans, and the
land have a limited capacity to absorb and recycle waste materials. In addition, some materials
take a long time to degrade. Therefore, cleaning up polluted air, water, or soil can be difficult
and costly.

4B/M8 Fresh water, limited in supply, is essential for some organisms and industrial processes.
Water in rivers, lakes, and underground can be depleted or polluted, making it unavailable or
unsuitable for life.

5D/M1B The world contains a wide diversity of physical conditions, which creates a wide
variety of environments: freshwater, marine, forest, desert, grassland, mountain, and others. In
any particular environment, the growth and survival of organisms depend on the physical
conditions.

Next Generation Science Standards - Grade Level Disciplinary Core Ideas

5-ESS2.A.1 Earth’s major systems are the geosphere (solid and molten rock, soil, and
sediments), the hydrosphere (water and ice), the atmosphere (air), and the biosphere (living
things, including humans). These systems interact in multiple ways to affect Earth’s surface
materials and processes. The ocean supports a variety of ecosystems and organisms, shapes
landforms, and influences climate. Winds and clouds in the atmosphere interact with the
landforms to determine patterns of weather.

5-ESS2.C.3 Nearly all of Earth’s available water is in the ocean. Most fresh water is in glaciers or
underground; only a tiny fraction is in streams, lakes, wetlands, and the atmosphere.

MS-ESS3.A.1 Humans depend on Earth’s land, ocean, atmosphere, and biosphere for many
different resources. Minerals, fresh water, and biosphere resources are limited, and many are
not renewable or replaceable over human lifetimes. These resources are distributed unevenly
around the planet as a result of past geologic processes.



